
Backyard
Composting

4 tips for success



 "Green" materials are those higher in nitrogen 
"Brown" materials are those higher in carbon. 
You will need to add equal parts of both for a

healthy compost

Green and Brown
Materials

BrownsGreens
-Fruit and Veggie

Scraps
-Fresh grass

clippings
-Fresh animal

manure

-Fallen leaves
-Straw

-Sawdust
-Dry grass clippings



Surface Area
Surface area matters! Materials that are in

smaller sizes are easier for compost organisms
to digest. You can help the process by using a

lawnmower, machete, food processor or hand
pruner to kick start the process.



Moisture helps to:
1) soften the organic materials, which makes

them easier for microorganisms to digest
2) it supplies those microorganisms with the

water they need to survive
 
 
 
 
 

Microorganisms do most of the work to
decompose your pile, so making sure they have

good, moist living conditions is essential. 

Moisture



Air and Ventilation
Air provides oxygen to the microorganisms which

are essential  
It is important to:

1) start with a layer of coarse sticks to allow air
flow at the ground level

2) Do not use thick layers of materials 
3) periodically work in layers of rough materials

like twigs or stalks
4) Mix layers of brown and green materials

together
 

It is most impostant to actively aerate your pile
with a pitch fork or old ski pole regularly. 

 


